
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ethical Dilemma Competition 

 

Overview 

This is a chapter competition. In this competition, the chapter must debate an ethical education-related 

dilemma. This competition requires members to think deeply about an ethical issue, employ critical-

thinking skills, and use persuasive communication techniques to collaboratively debate an ethical 

dilemma.  

To participate, each member of the chapter must first thoroughly consider the ethical issue and begin to 

form an individual position on the topic. Then the chapter members must debate the topic together, 

listening carefully to each other’s opinions. Through the discussion, the chapter members must come to 

a consensus on the topic and then prepare a ten-minute presentation stating their chapter’s view.  

The chapter must work as a team to develop the presentation and then select at least four and no more 

than eight students from the chapter to present the chapter’s opinion and how it was reached to a panel 

of judges. The presentations will be delivered live via Zoom on the day of the virtual event. 

Each chapter must submit only one entry for this competition. Five (5) entries total will be accepted. 

Entries will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis and will be limited to the number of 

participants. 



Ethical Dilemma Competition 

Competition Guidelines 

A. The sponsoring teacher must submit the

Online Competition Entry Form by 5:00

pm on Friday, November 5, 2021.

B. During a chapter meeting, present the

ethical dilemma narrative included at the

end of this PDF.

C. Spend adequate time discussing the

dilemma. This deliberation may take

several chapter meetings. As a group,

answer the ethical dilemma questions

listed with the ethical dilemma narrative

included at the end of this PDF.

D. When the discussions have concluded

and a consensus has been reached,

prepare a ten-minute live presentation

stating the chapter’s view on the dilemma.

E. No fewer than four and no more than eight

student representatives from competing

chapters will participate in a 15-minute

interactive session with a panel of judges.

During the interactive session, the chapter

representatives will deliver their live, ten-

minute presentation to a panel of judges.

The presentation should be a

professional, clear, and decisive response 

to the dilemma. How the decision was 

reached and what factors were considered 

should be included in the presentation.  

F. Use of AV materials (ex. an original

PowerPoint or Prezi presentation, short

video, etc.) is permitted but entirely

optional for the 10-minute presentation. .

G. Chapter representatives will present their

view on the dilemma during a live,

interactive Zoom video session on the day

of the virtual conference.

H. After the live presentation and for the

balance of the 15-minute interactive

session, the judges will ask the students

questions about their deliberation process,

the factors that were considered when

making a decision, how they reached

consensus, and other questions relevant

to the deliberation process.

I. One judge will also serve as timekeeper

during the presentation. Chapter

representatives will receive an indication

that there is one minute remaining when

they reach the nine-minute mark of their

presentation

Judging and Scoring 

A. The judges’ decision is final.

B. Contestants agree to be bound by the FEA General Competition Rules and Code of Ethics for Virtual

Events and the decisions of the judges.

C. The entry will be scored using the Ethical Dilemma Competition rubric.

How to Enter 

A. The sponsoring teacher must complete and submit the Online Competition Entry Form.

B. The link to access the Online Competition Entry Form will be available on the Eventbrite Online 
Event page.
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Ethical Dilemma Scenario 

 

You are a 10th grade history teacher preparing to teach a unit on the 1965 Voting Rights Act. 

Traditionally, your primary source for this unit is your history textbook, which includes passages of the 

legislation and narrative by the book’s authors, both white men. This year, in light of nation-wide 

conversations around racial justice and the erasure of non-white narratives, you want to incorporate 

articles authored by African American historians as well as primary source documents such as video 

clips of demonstrations and letters from white citizens concerned about passage of the legislation to 

their congressmen.  

Your principal recommends against this, stating that there have been complaints from parents in 

previous years around the introduction on non-textbook resources as being unfairly biased, and 

reminding you that there is a unit later on in the year focused specifically around critical interpretation of 

historical documents.   

Given the principal’s concerns and the potential for parent pushback, how would you proceed? 

Teachers play a crucial role in providing the framework students use to synthesize and evaluate 

information. Can incorporating a variety of perspectives undermine a lesson? Or can it strengthen a 

student’s understanding and critical thinking skills? Read on for various perspectives: 
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RECOMMENDED READING 

The Problem with History Classes  

https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/03/the-problem-with-history-classes/387823/  

 

Oklahoma AP history class under fire for omitting 'American exceptionalism'  

https://www.foxnews.com/us/oklahoma-ap-history-class-under-fire-for-omitting-american-

exceptionalism  

 

How History Class Divides Us  

https://www.edweek.org/ew/projects/how-history-class-divides-us.html  

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER DURING YOUR DEBATE OF THE DILEMMA 

➢ How are the historical narratives presented to students shaped?  

➢ What is the best way to incorporate diverse perspectives into the classroom?  

➢ What is the right balance to strike between presenting information to students vs. 

teaching them to analyze documentation?  

➢ What is your responsibility as a classroom teacher to make sure a variety of 

perspectives are represented on any given topic?   

➢ How do you account for and address your own personal biases and blind spots?  

➢ How do you engage your students on potentially divisive topics without losing control of 

your classroom?   

➢ How can you as an educator work to value the histories of all your students?  

https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/03/the-problem-with-history-classes/387823/
https://www.foxnews.com/us/oklahoma-ap-history-class-under-fire-for-omitting-american-exceptionalism
https://www.foxnews.com/us/oklahoma-ap-history-class-under-fire-for-omitting-american-exceptionalism
https://www.edweek.org/ew/projects/how-history-class-divides-us.html
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Presentation 

 

 

Points Available Accomplished 

8 – 7 

Commendable 

6 – 5 

Developing 

4 – 3 

Needs Improvement 

2 – 1 

Depth & Insight The presentation 
reflects a deep and 
comprehensive 
understanding of 
multiple factors and 
points of view involved 
in the issue and 
succeeds in proposing 
compelling, well-
founded paths forward. 

The presentation 
reflects understanding 
of the issue and 
succeeds in proposing 
well-founded solutions 
for some but not all the 
issues in play in the 
scenario. 

The presentation is 
on-topic. Responses 
offer multiple good 
points, but would 
benefit from more 
exploration, detail, or 
research. 

Solutions offered 
may only partially 
address the 
scenario. 

The presentation 
reflects limited or 
flawed understanding 
of the issues in the 
scenario. 

Solutions offered are 
not plausible, 
appropriate, or 
justified. 

Persuasiveness The presenters are 
entirely persuasive with 
clear and well- founded 
rationales for their 
position. 

The presenters make a 
commendable case 
but by leaving some 
areas not fully 
explored or explained, 
the presentation is not 
entirely persuasive. 

The presenters 
should look for 
deeper or more clear 
and well- founded 
rationales for 
considering all 
aspects of the 
scenario and 
responding 
persuasively. 

The presenters do not 
make a persuasive 
case for how to handle 
the situation 
professionally. 

Teamwork & 

Professionalism 
All aspects of the 
teams’ performance — 
including demeanor, 
dress, speech, attention 
to detail, and quality of 
materials — reflects an 
equitable effort among 
all the members and a 
consistent high level of 
professionalism. 

Most aspects of the 
team’s performance — 
including demeanor, 
dress, speech, 
attention to detail, and 
quality of materials — 
reflects a mostly 
equitable effort among 
all the members and a 
commendable level of 
professionalism. 

Aspects of the 
team’s performance 
— including 
demeanor, dress, 
speech, attention to 
detail, and quality of 
materials — reflect 
mixed levels of 
professionalism. The 
responsibility load 
may appear 
imbalanced among 
team members   

Multiple aspects of the 
contestants’ 
performance — 
including demeanor, 
dress, speech, 
attention to detail, and 
quality of materials— 
need significant 
improvement to be 
considered 
professional caliber. 
The responsibility load 
appears highly 
imbalanced among 
team members.  
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Presentation 

 

Q&A 

 

Overall Impact The presentation’s 
professional-caliber 
and highly persuasive 
exploration of the 
issues and explanation 
of decision points 
delivers maximum 
impact and 
understanding to the 
audience. 

The presentation 
content & delivery 
effectively complement 
each other to craft a 
highly impactful, 
professional-caliber 
experience. 

The content and 
delivery work together 
to offer a 
commendable and 
persuasive 
presentation.   

With minor revisions 
and delivery tweaks, 
the project could be 
considered 
professional caliber. 

The minimally 
persuasive 
presentation 
demonstrates effort. At 
multiple moments, the 
content and delivery 
may not effectively 
complement one 
another, or may reflect 
a partial lack of 
understanding or 
professional judgment. 
This may limit the 
impact of the 
presentation. 

The unpersuasive 
presentation 
demonstrates 
inconsistent, 
unprofessional, or 
superficial aspects in 
content or delivery. 

The audience is 
frequently distracted 
from the intended 
impact by aspects of 
the content or delivery. 

Points Available Accomplished 

4 

Commendable 

3 

Developing 

2 

Needs Improvement 

1 

Responses The contestants’ 
responses in the Q&A 
session demonstrate 
consistent 
thoughtfulness and 
professional-caliber 
insight, rooted in the 
deep experience of the 
material. 

The contestants 
display impressive, 
professional-level 
depth of knowledge 
and understanding 
given his/her 
experience and 
research. 

The contestants’ 
responses in the Q&A 
session demonstrate 
thoughtfulness and 
reflected successful 
attempts to address 
most of the material 
posed to him/her. 

The contestant 
displays some 
substantive knowledge 
and understanding of 
the selected topic 
based on his/her 
experience and 
research. 

The contestants’ 
responses in the Q&A 
session reflect a broad 
spectrum of levels of 
quality from answer to 
answer. 

The contestants’ 
responses in the Q&A 
session may reflect 
evident effort and 
passion, but are 
inconsistent in the 
depth, accuracy, 
understanding, or 
insight offered in 
responses. 


