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Forests play a critical role in the provision of ecosystem benefits. This course aims to 
enhance our understanding of the ecology and management of the world’s forests, as well 
as their governance, their contributions to the global economy, and their influence on the 
culture and livelihoods of forest-based communities. In the process, students will be 
exposed to basic principles and methods of forestry, as well as the challenges facing forest 
managers. We will also provide field survey and in-class data management opportunities. 
The course is designed for students from diverse disciplines and technical backgrounds. 
 

Instructors: Mike Ross (rossm@fiu.edu)  and Cara Rockwell (crockwel@fiu.edu) 
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