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FUNDED RESEARCH     
 
1. Kiszka, J. (PI), Shirley, M. (co-I), Papastamatiou, Y. (co-I). Behavioral tag development for small cetaceans. 
Dalio Philanthropies, 2020-2023, $248,682. 
 
2. Heithaus, M. (PI), Kiszka, J. (co-PI). Trophic interactions and habitat requirements of Gulf of Mexico Rice’s 
whales (Balaenoptera ricei), RESTORE-NOAA-University of Miami, 2016-2020, $350,638 (overall grant of 
$1,400,000, PI Lance Garrison, NOAA) 
 
3. Heithaus, M. (PI), Kiszka, J. (co-PI), Gomes, C. (co-PI), Patel, E. (co-I). IRES Track I: International 
Research Experience for Students in Ecology and Conservation of Endangered Wildlife, National Science 
Foundation, 2019-2023, $299,438. 
 
4. Kiszka, J. (PI), Vincent, C. (co-PI). Understanding conflicts between marine mammals and fisheries in the 
northwest Atlantic (St Pierre et Miquelon), Office Français de la Biodiversité, 2019-2022, $149,682. 
 
5. Kiszka, J. (PI). Ecology of blue whales (Balaenoptera musculus) and other cetaceans in the Seychelles 
(Indian Ocean). Save our Seas Foundation, Keystone grant, 2022-2024, $42,000. 
 
6. Kiszka, J. (PI). Movements, habitat use and feeding ecology of reef manta rays (Mobula alfredi) in the 
lagoon of Mayotte, Indian Ocean. Office Français de la Biodiversité/Direction de l’Environnement, 2019-2022, 
$103,000. 
 
7. Kiszka, J. (PI), Whitman, E. (co-PI), Heithaus, M. (co-PI). Behavioral ecology of green sea turtles (Chelonia 
mydas) in the French Antilles: implications for ecosystem dynamics and the invasion of Halophila stipulacea, 
TOTAL Foundation, 2015-2018, $199,021. 
 
8. Kiszka, J. (PI). Acoustic monitoring of humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) in the Caribbean 
region. NOAA (Integrated Statistics), 2016-2017, $6,980. 
 
9. Kiszka, J. (PI). Conserving sharks and rays in the southwest Indian Ocean. Wildlife Conservation Society, 
2015-2016, $5,000.  
 
10. Kiszka, J. (PI). Marine megafauna conservation along the western coast of Madagascar. FIU Foundation, 
2017-2018, $6,376. 
 
11. Brito, A. (PI), Amir, O.A. (co-PI), Berggren, P (co-I)., Stead, S. (co-I), Kiszka, J. (co-I), Fenessy, S. (co-I), 
Poonian, C. (co-I), Wambiji, N. (co-I). BYCAM: Bycatch Assessment and Mitigation in Western Indian Ocean 
Fisheries. Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association, 2015-2017, $284,300. 
 
12. Kiszka, J. (PI), Heithaus, M. (co-PI). Foraging and social behavior of sperm whales (Physeter 
macrocephalus) in the eastern Caribbean using animal-borne video camera systems. TOTAL Foundation, 2014-
2016, $217,000. 
 
13. Heithaus, M. (PI), Kiszka, J. (co-PI). Effect of provisioning on the behavior and foraging ecology of reef 
associated predators around Moorea, French Polynesia. National Geographic Society, Waitt Program, Save our 
Seas Foundation, 2013-2014, $30,000. 
 
14. Kiszka, J. (PI), Mourier, J. (co-PI). Using unmanned aerial vehicles to assess the distribution and 
abundance of reef-associated elasmobranchs. Save our Seas Foundation, 2014-2015, $6,000. 
 
 
 
 



Grants awarded to graduate students 
Jessica Cardé – GPSC travel grant - $500 
Jessica Cardé – CASE Travel grant - $300 
Aarin-Conrad Allen – Susan S. Levine Trust (FIU Tropics) - $8,000 
Aarin-Conrad Allen – FIU CREST research fellowship – 6 semesters RA (equivalent $54,000) 
Alexandra Pfeiffer – Judith Evans Parker Travel Award - $990 
Anne Knochel – FIU CASE PhD fellowship - $60,000 
 
OFFICES HELD IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES  
2020-present: Associate Editor, Endangered Species Research (edited 5 manuscripts 
2018-present: Associate Editor, Frontiers in Marine Science (edited over 20 manuscripts) 
2021-2022: Guest Editor, Wildlife Research (special topic on drones, edited 2 manuscripts) 
2005-present: Member of the Society for Marine Mammalogy  
2006-present: Member of the Cetacean Specialist Group, IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature) Species Survival Commission 
2019-present: Member of the Scientific Committee of the International Whaling Commission 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICE  
Scientific conferences and professional workshops 
2017-2022: Co-chair of the 24th Conference on the Biology of Marine Mammals, Palm Beach, 1-5 August 2022 
2015: Marine mammal bycatch assessment and mitigation in global small-scale fisheries. Biennial Conference 
on the Biology of Marine Mammals, San Francisco, December 2015, workshop organizer 
2007: Marine mammal bycatch in global small-scale fisheries, workshop co-organizer 
2006: Bycatch of marine mammals and other megafauna in the western Indian Ocean, Mayotte, August 2006 
(funded by the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association), workshop organizer 
 
Departmental service 
Since 2020: Marine Science Seminar organizer (with Justin Campbell) 
2022: Chair, search committee Assistant/Associate Professor in Conservation Biology (TCI) 
2019-2020: FIU Tropics Award, application reviewer 
2019-2022: Biosymposium judge  
2020: Differential assignment committee member 
2019-2021: Senior seminar paper/presentation reviewer 
 
Professional service 
2020-2023: co-supervisor for PhD dissertation of Jonathan Syme (Flinders University, Australia) 
2019-2022: external examiner for two PhD dissertations and one MSc dissertation 
Proposal reviews: National Research Foundation (South Africa), Western Indian Ocean Marine Science 
Association 
 
Journal referee: 
Biological Conservation; Oecologia; Rapid Communication in Mass Spectrometry; Remote Sensing; 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B; Ecology; Science of the Total Environment; PloS One; Behavioural 
Ecology; Fish and Fisheries; Marine Ecology Progress Series; Ecological Applications; Ecology and Evolution; 
Continental Shelf Research; Marine Biology; Progress in Oceanography; Journal of Mammalogy; Journal of 
Fish Biology; Journal of Experimental Marine Biology and Ecology; Behaviour; Endangered Species Research; 
Marine Mammal Science; Journal of Fish Biology; Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems; 
Marine Environmental Research; Diseases of Aquatic Organisms; Marine and Freshwater Research; Science of 
the Total Environment; Deep Sea Research Part II; Animal Welfare; Canadian Journal of Zoology; Journal of 
the Marine Biological Association, UK; African Journal of Marine Science; African Journal of Ecology; Marine 
Biodiversity Records; Latin American Journal of Aquatic Mammals; Wildlife Research. 
 
Over the past 4 years (2018-2022), I have reviewed over 60 manuscripts.  
 
 



 
 
 
Outreach and news: 
2021: participant BBC documentary on blue whales (team member, scientific advisor) 
2021: Local 10 News: Miami dolphins face challenging times in Biscayne Bay, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpOELAJDOaQ&t=38s  
2019-present: scientific advisor, OceanX project 
Since 2022: scientific advisor, Blue Planet 3 
2016: Discovery Channel, Shark Week (scientific advisor, participant) 
 
 
Teaching: 
Fall 2013-present: Biology of Marine Mammals (OCB4303), 50-60 students each semester. I designed this 
online class that was previously taught in person (M. Heithaus). 
 
Spring 2021-present: Coastal Marine Conservation (OCB4070), 60 students (Spring 2021, zoom), 15 students 
(Spring 2022, in person, BBC). I have designed the content of this course (previously taught by D. Chapman, 
but with different content). 
 
Spring 2019-present: Wildlife Conservation in the Caribbean region (PCB4932, 4 students and BSC5935, 2 
graduate students). Course funded by the National Science Foundation (International Research Experience for 
Students, IRES program). We take 6 students for 3 semesters (preparation in Spring, 7 weeks of field work in 
Summer, post-field course in Fall). I have designed the whole content of this class with C. Gomes (Tropical 
Conservation Institute) 
 
Mentoring: 
Postdoctoral fellows 
Michelle Caputo (2019-present) 
Germain Boussarie (2020-2021) 
 
PhD students 
Jessica Cardé – Major advisor 
Enrico Corsi – Major advisor  
Aarin-Conrad Allen – Major advisor  
Alexandra Pfeiffer – Major advisor  
Anna Knochel – Major advisor  
Jonathan Syme – Co-advisor (Flinders University, Australia) 
Brianna Elliott – Committee member (Duke University) 
Nicholas Tucker – Committee member  
Brendan Talwar – Committee member  
Liberty Boyle – Committee member 
Matthew Woodstock – Committee member  
Valeria Paz – Committee member  
Pamela Carzon – Committee member (University of Perpignan, France) 
 
Masters’ students 
Janis Argeswara – Major advisor (Fulbright grant) 
Delphine Duval – Major advisor  
Andrea Otalora – Committee member 
Ginevra Boldrocchi – Committee member (NSU) 
 
Undergraduate students 
Supervised over 15 undergraduate students (both in the field and at the laboratory, since 2016) 


